IN ASIA                         75

we studied in the previous chapter, and it is there-
fore not possible in the space at my disposal to do
anything more than indicate a few of their most
important characteristics*

The history of Asia in the last half of the
nineteenth century is very similar to that of Africa*
We find the same violent and sudden impact and
penetration of Europe and the European State, and
the outburst of imperialism began at the same time,
about 1880, In some parts of Asia it pursued
precisely the same course as it did in Africa, The
European State entered, conquered, and annexed
Asiatic territory on the same pretexts and with the
same declared economic objects as in the other
continent. For instance in 1883 France began an
attack upon the Chinese Empire by a military
expedition which resulted in the French annexation
of Tonkiag and Annam, In 1886 Britain invaded
Burma, deposed its king, and annexed the country,
But in the greater part of Asia the policy of direct
conquest and annexation was not pursued, and in
1914 only India, large portions of Russia in Asia,
Preach Indo-China, the Malay States, The
Straits Settlements, Hong-kong, and Java had been
incorporated in the empires of European States*
Btit the rest of Asia, which includes the Ottoman